
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (2000) (article 25, 34, 35) 
 

Article 25 
 

The rights of the elderly 
 
The Union recognises and respects the rights of the elderly to lead a life of dignity and 
independence and to participate in social and cultural life. 
 

Article 34 
 

Social security and social assistance 
 
1. The Union recognises and respects the entitlement to social security benefits and social 
services providing protection in cases such as maternity, illness, industrial accidents, 
dependency or old age, and in the case of loss of employment, in accordance with the rules laid 
down by Community law and national laws and practices. 
2. Everyone residing and moving legally within the European Union is entitled to social security 
benefits and social advantages in accordance with Community law and national laws and 
practices. 
3. In order to combat social exclusion and poverty, the Union recognises and respects the right 
to social and housing assistance so as to ensure a decent existence for all those who lack 
sufficient resources, in accordance with the rules laid down by Community law and national 
laws and practices. 
 

Article 35 
 

Health care 
 
Everyone has the right of access to preventive health care and the right to benefit from medical 
treatment under the conditions established by national laws and practices. A high level of  
human health protection shall be ensured in the definition and implementation of all Union 
policies and activities. 


